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"Create Awareness, Take Action"
James M. Green, Jr., District Governor, 916 Northshore Dr., High Point, NC 27265

JACK 'S COMMENTARY

The District Leadership Team pursuant to Rotary
International Constitution and By-Laws have elected
Dr. Stuart Fountain, Past District Governor from the
Greensboro Rotary Club, to succeed Terry Alexander
as District Governor of Rotary District 7690.

I want to ask you what you can do to help Terry
Alexander and to help our Rotary District. As you
know we are one of the strongest districts in the world.
We have been recognized on numerous occasions
through out our recent history and lead in many catego-
ries. What you can do is to see that your club continues
to strive for excellence and raise the Rotary Bar of
Excellence one more notch. We are asking you to do
this on your own initiative. What you can  do to help
our District and Terry Alexander maintain our
prominent place in the Rotary World is to examine the
District Goals that Terry has set out for 2001-2002.
And dedicate yourself and your Club to achieving these
goals. The most important of which is to increase our
Rotary membership.  The goal is to increase member-
ship in each Rotary Club by a net gain of five (5) new
Rotarians. If you will strive to achieve a Governor's
Gold Club Award for your club, you will have accom-
plished all of the District Goals set out for 2001-2002.
We are looking forward to another year of Rotary
excellence. We want to celebrate these successes in
New Bern, North Carolina at the District Conference
where we can honor our Club's efforts and Terry
Alexander with our best efforts in this Rotary year.
Keep up the good work for Rotary and keep
Terry's family in your prayers.

A Fairy Tale Comes True in
District 7690

It has been said that the difference between a fairy tale and a Texas
tale is that the fairy tale starts out "Once upon a time" and the
Texas tale starts with "You ain't gonna believe this!"

Well, "you ain't gonna believe this" fairy tale happened right here to
one of our prominent members.  Back in the Spring of 1999 a
Rotarian was sitting at the table with several of his good friends and
said, "There's something I need to tell you." The friends could tell by
the serious look on his face and the tone of his voice that this was
not a time for light-hearted chit-chat. This was a time to pay close
attention to what was being said. The bombshell that came next
was bigger than any of his friends even imagined. He quietly said,
"I'm having major kidney problems and have recently started kidney
dialysis. My doctor tells me that the problem will not improve but will
gradually get worse. I'm going to need a kidney transplant before
long. I'm on the waiting list for a kidney transplant at the University
of Alabama-Birmingham." The people at the table couldn't believe
what they were hearing. This was not like having a broken arm. This
was a major life-threatening medical crisis in their friend's life.

The meeting broke up after multiple  expressions of concern and
support for their friend. All felt frustration that there was not much
they could do to help their friend except help with his Rotary
obligations if requested. With the uncertainty of the medical center
transplant waiting list, the call could come at any time to rush to
Birmingham for major surgery.

For the next several months, their friend did dialysis at home every
evening while in bed. He never called his friends for help with his
Rotary obligations. He never failed to complete his Rotary assign-
ments on time and in an excellent manner. He never got the call for
the transplant in Birmingham.

A year goes by. Their friend was beginning to be more uncomfort-
able. The home dialysis was very wearing and tiresome. His doctors
put him on the transplant waiting list at Bowman Gray Medical
Center in Winston-Salem also. The waiting continued. The energy
level was diminishing. The worry and concern was increasing.
Eighteen months have gone by since the original announcement to
his friends. Still no word from either medical center.

In early December 2000, the Rotarian is in a small restaurant for
lunch with some friends from his community. The conversation
drifts around to the kidney problem and the long continuing wait for
word of an available kidney transplant. The increasing anxiety and
worry was on everyone's mind. The waitress couldn't help but hear
the ongoing conversation as she served lunch. As she was pouring
coffee she says in a matter of fact calm voice, "I'll give you one

  As you know, Terry Alexander
lost his battle with lung cancer on
May 20, 2001. Terry was elected as
District Governor for Rotary District
7690 in Buenos Aires, Argentina in
June of 2000. Due to his illness, the
District Leadership Team had
formulated a "Plan B" in order to be
able to continue into the new Rotary
year as Terry would have wished.



     the Piedmont Rotarian

LIBERTY CLUB

CHANGES LOCATION

The Liberty Rotary

Club is now meeting at

the Roy Wrightville

Center on Thursday

night at 6:30 pm.

OAK HOLLOW MOVES

BACK TO FRIDAY

The Oak Hollow Rotary

Club is now meeting

on Friday morning at

7:00 am.

COUNCIL ON

LEGISLATION

A report will

appear in the July

Governor's newsletter.

CONGRATULATIONS

to Phil Morris,

Webmaster for District

7690, for receiving the

designation as "Best

Website in Zone 33"

from Rotary

International.

Rotary Club of East

Greensboro was

chartered on May 14,

2001. The club meets

Wednesdays,  7:30pm

at Bennett College.

Charter night is

June 21, 2001.

A Fairy Tale Comes True...(continued from page 1)
of my kidneys." The people at the table were stunned. Does this lady know what she just said?
Does she really mean what she just said? She went on, "I've always wanted to do something
like that for someone." This was unbelievable! A total stranger steps forward to offer a kidney.
To be willing to undergo major surgery for someone. Maybe the Christmas spirit had already
surged forward in the atmosphere.  Maybe it was the answer to a prayer.

There were so many unanswered questions.  Would the lady feel the same amount of compas-
sion and determination to follow through on her commitment days and weeks later? Would she
be a medically compatible donor?

She did follow through and submit herself to multiple tests for potential rejection factors. The
results that came back were as unbelievable as the offer of a kidney to a stranger. She was as
medically compatible to be a kidney donor as if she had been the Rotarian's sister!

Everyone agreed to wait until after the Christmas holidays for the surgery. Finally the actual
surgery was scheduled for early March 2001, nearly two years after searching for a donated
kidney and being on home dialysis daily.

The surgery went as planned. The lady donor did in fact follow through on her commitment to be
and angel of mercy. She went home from the hospital after about four days. The Rotarian
stayed in the hospital eleven days. Part of that time he was in intensive care. The physicians
determined that the kidney was functioning properly, but it was being rejected despite the pre-
surgery tests to rule out all rejection factors. They ordered an infusion of multiple doses of
heavy-duty anti-rejection drugs. These daily infusions occurred for two weeks after the Rotarian
went home, requiring half-day visits to the hospital.

By April the rejection problem was under control. It was being handled by routine anti-rejection
medication the Rotarian will take the rest of his life. He was getting his strength back and feeling
the best he had felt in over a year. And for the first time in two years he was free of the tiresome
dialysis tubes every night in bed. The future looked much brighter for the Rotarian and his caring
wife.

Now, in the words of Paul Harvey, for "the rest of the story." For it is a true story. It's a Texas-
size fairy tale come true. It's the personal story of our Immediate Past District Governor John
Haynes. John learned of his kidney problem about 90 days before he was installed as our
District Governor in late June 1999. He served the District with distinction while having to be on
home dialysis every night. He had advised his Past District Governor friends to be quiet about
his problem and he would call on them if he needed them. He carried out all of his Governor
responsibilities on his own and didn't call for help from the Past District Governors. He carried
his portable dialysis machine to the District Conference in Williamsburg last year.

John and his wife Barbara maintained an extraordinarily cheerful, smiling optimistic outlook
during the long wait, despite the gnawing knowledge that John's father had died of kidney failure
when he was John's age.

The waitress was Kathy Barnett of John's hometown of Mt. Airy. She works at Leon's Cafe as a
waitress and cook. She's 48 years old and has three grown sons.
A true 2001 "Angel of Mercy"  It could be wonderful if we could say, "And they all lived happily
ever after" in this true life fairy tale.

But we're suddenly brought back to the reality of 21st century medicine. Despite the courageous
gift by Kathy of her kidney, despite the multiple tests indicating the compatibility factors ap-
peared to be marvelously matched, John and his doctors continue to struggle with a persistent
problem of rejection of the kidney. For two months John was on heavy anit-rejection medication
and will be for the forseeable future. If the transplant is determined to be unsuccessful, John will
have to return to the dialysis routine.

As we work together in Rotary, we become a close Rotary "family" of friends. At this time, a
"family" member friend of ours is having a significant medical problem. All of us share our
concern and love with John and Barbara. We pray this 21st century fairy tale will have a
beautiful result.22222
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CLUBS      6/30/00  MBR ./ MBRS. /  MTGS. / ATTEND           CLUBS        6/30/00 MBR. /  MBRS. / MTGS ./ ATTEND

Alamance 49 47 4 63%
Alamance Bkft 29 29 4             95%
Archdale/Trinity 25 30 4 75%
Asheboro 115 121 3             73%
Burlington 46 48 4 65%
Carthage 21 18 4 88%
Clemmons 108 109 4 75%
Crescent 121 129 5 78%
Eden 67 63 4 73%
Elkin-Jonesville 48 48 4 71%
Furnitureland 61 71 4 82%
Gate City 50 48 4             85%
Graham 49 47 4 70%
Greensboro 326 333 4 67%
Gboro Arpt 33 34 4 64%
Guilford 64 62 4 65%
High Point 188 185 4 65%
Jamestown 36 38 4 72%
Jonesboro 56 62 4 78%
Kernersville 38 49 4 71%
King 19 21 4 82%
Lexington 59 61 4 85%
Liberty 23 25 3 62%
Madison/Mayodan 44 43 4 83%

Attendance for April, 2001

• 2001 Rotary International Convention, San Antonio
June 24-27, 2001

• 2002 District Conference, New Bern, NC
April 25-28, 2002

• 2002 RI Convention, Barcelona, Spain
June 23-26,2002

• 2003 District Conference, Sea Trail, Sunset Beach
April 24-27, 2003

Artwork by Shelley Graphics 2001

Rotary District 7690 Office
114 Willoughby Park Dr.
High Point, NC 27265

Mocksville 54 54 4 80%
Mount Airy 115 122 4 79%
Oak Hollow 26 24 3 51%
Pinehurst 45 42 4 74%
Randolph 55 55 4 82%
Reidsville 96 97 4 62%
Reynolda 123 129 4 68%
San-Lee 34 33 5 95%
Sandhills 30 33 4 70%
Sanford 107 113 4 71%
Siler City 83 73 4 71%
Southern Pines 90 91 4 82%
Stoneville 15 16 4 73%
Stratford 150 159 4 65%
Summit 140 143 3 73%
Thomasville 75 73 4 72%
Triad 49 52 3 75%
Troy 31 32 3 62%
Walnut Cove 14 18 3 78%
Winston-Salem 260 261 4 59%
Yadkinville 19 23 4 66%
Yanceyville 32 30 4 65%
DISTRICT 3318 3394 73%

       Special Upcoming Events...
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