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Happy New Year!  Our Rotary year is 

at the halfway point.  Per the ònewó 

Rotary calendar, January is Vocation-

al Service Month.  Since I talked 

about Vocational Service this past 

October, I want to do some reflecting 

on the first half of this year and talk 

about the last half of this Rotary year. 

This first half year has been a fantas-

tic experience for Deloris and I. We 

completed our visit to all 49 clubs in 

the District. It is amazing to see and 

be reminded of all the great work 

that each and every club is involved 

in and the energy and excitement 

that surrounds every service project 

that is undertaken. I encourage every 

Rotarian to not only share all the 

good news with your fellow Rotarians 

in the District, but also with everyone 

you come in contact with. That ener-

gy and excitement becomes conta-

gious and that helps us to tell our 

Rotary story and to attract new mem-

bers. We have also been involved in 

several fundraisers and social events 

and witnessed all the fun and fellow-

ship that Rotary provides. Deloris and 

I want to thank you for your support 

of our First Edition District 7690 

Cookbook as well as you helped us 

raise over $8,800 that was split be-

tween Polio Plus and Alzheimers   

Research. 

 

It is now time to check the progress 

for the 2015-16 Rotary year goals 

that were put in place prior to the 

beginning of the year. I know that 

many of you are on track and some 

even ahead of the goals that were 

established. Letõs continue to push 

ahead these next few months and 

accomplish everything we set out to 

do in our service work and in our sup-

port of our Rotary Foundation and 

celebrate these accomplishments at 

(é.continued on page 2) 

 

The third time is the charm right?  I hope so, as Deborah 

and I are thrilled to be your District Conference Chairs for 

the third time in 2016.  Also assisting in the planning is 

Debbi Musika from the Troy Rotary Club.  We, along with 

District Governor Larry and Deloris, invite you to the 

Greenbrier, one of Americaõs finest resorts for this yearõs 

Rotary 7690 District Conference, April 22-24, 2016.  

Located amid the breathtaking mountains of West Virgin-

ia, The Greenbrier is a National Historic Landmark and 

world-class resort that has been welcoming guests from 

around the world since 1778. The natural mineral 

springs that drew the first guests over 235 years ago 

continue to lure visitors to the 10,000 acre luxury retreat 

today. With a guest list that includes 26 of our countryõs 

44 Presidents, Americaõs Resort has long been a favorite 

destination of  royalty, celebrities and business leaders.  

The Greenbrier is widely regarded as one of the finest 

luxury resorts around the world. Surrounded by the   

wondrous Allegheny Mountains,  There is a wealth of  

activates at the Greenbrier.  Golf, tennis, off-road driving, 

falconry and horseback riding just barely scratch the    

surface of outdoor activities, some of which are available 

year-round.  Indoor activities are equally plentiful and 

range from enjoying a Bunker Tour, sampling the culi-

nary delights to relaxing in the world-renowned mineral 

spa and gambling in the world-class Casino Club.  There 

is also bowling, indoor pool, game room, movie theater 

and even horse drawn carriage rides! 

With all of this as a backdrop, you can enjoy the compan-

ionship of your fellow Rotarians and guests as well as 

the wonderful programs that are being planned by our      

District Conference Committee. And we invite you to 

come early and stay late to enjoy all that The Greenbrier 

has to offer.  Join us at The Greenbrier on April 22-24, 

2016 to celebrate our year of accomplishments and   

enjoy a wonderful weekend.  

   Michael &Deborah Sorenson,                                                                     

   2016 District Conference Chairs 
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CLUB NEWS 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS:            

For more information on 

the events and to  register, 

go to the districtõs website 

(www.rotary7690.org), 

click on the District & Club 

Database and click on 

òCalendaró. 

 

Grants Seminars 

Clemmons:                  
Feb 25, 2016 

Asheboro:                   
Feb. 27, 2016 

 

PETS Training         
March 18 ð 19, 2016 
Greensboro 

 

Family of Rotary    
March 20, 2016       
Harlem Globetrotters
(Ticket orders by March 1) 

 

District Conference 
April 22 ð 24, 2016  

 

District Training         
Assembly   

May 6, 2016 

 

District Officers         
Installation                     
June 20, 2016 

 

 

 

 

(continued from page 1-Governorõs article) 

our District Conference at the Greenbrier this coming April 22-24, 2016. We want to 

continue to show the Rotary world that District 7690 is a true leader and letõs set 

an example for others to follow as we strive to complete our mission this yearé.that 

is to òBe a gift to the world.ó 

Rotary 7690 governors 

enjoyed dinner with the 

newly selected 2018-19 

District Governor, Robert 

Graves.                            

Those attending were:  

(top row L-R)  DG Larry 

Lassiter, PDG Jack 

Green,  PDG Patrick 

Eakes,  PDG Bob       

Newton,  DGND Robert 

Graves, PDG Mike      

Conrad and PDG Stuart 

Fountain. 

(front row L-R) PDG Phil Morris, PDG Charles Allen, DGE Lloyd Navarro, PDG Cookie 

Billings, PDG Mitzi Ellis and PDG David McCoy. 
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Itõs About Membershipé  
First Impressions Matter! 

Welcome to the New Year!  

Do you make a list of things to do at the beginning of each year-                                                                                                

goals, plans?  If youõre like me, I have a specific list that I hope to accomplish                                                                          

in the next 12 months. Your club should have the same and the District does ask us for                                                                  

our yearly membership goals. But to fulfill our goals and increase membership, you have to                                                           

get the customer/guest through the door and to close the sale. Having goals is pointless                                                   

unless you can accomplish the task. One thing I challenge you to do is think like a newcomer                                                 

and observe what a visitor sees and feels.  

 

What would be the first impressions when walking into your clubõs weekly meeting?                                                         

First, is there a sign that directs a guest to your meeting room? Does a visitor feel welcomed by all they encounter? 

Do you have organized greeters with name tags? Think about it and try to see it through fresh eyes next week when 

you come to your meeting. Sometimes you only get one chance for a positive first impression so you may only have 

one hour to make an impact on this visitor and to help them to decide to want to be a Rotarian in your club.                

It is human nature to make quick decisions so each encounter must count, before and after the meeting.                  

Do all your members act as the membership committee? They shouldéso tutor them.                                                      

Think about the clubs youõve visited and remember what itõs like to be new. 

 

As I began to prepare to write this article, I listened to a TED talk about òThe Art of First Impressionsó and as I         

researched I found 429,000 results in this categoryéit does matter! So update and ensure your club has the best 

first impression for guests. It will make a difference. 

 

Jack Green, Area 6 Membership Advocate and Furnitureland Rotarian, reminds us to encourage Rotarians to invite 

non Rotarians to our functions so they can see the fun Rotarians  have and the things we do for underprivileged             

children and for all our special projects. We just donõt eat and have meetings!                                                                       

Thatõs a great first impression, wouldnõt you agree? 

 

Donõt forget our Womenõs Recruiting Event, Rotary Rocks the Runway on Tuesday, Feb. 9th at my home in                 

Greensboro! Rotarian ladies, please bring a new woman recruit for a great evening of Rotary fun, fashion,                               

food and prizes!  RSVP to me at your earliest. This fulfills a gold club requirement.                                                                       

And invite a potential member guest to help with our Meals of Hope meal packing on                                                              

Saturday, March 5th, 1-3pm. (Details are in this newsletter)                                                                                                           

Recruiting by doing works, too! 

 

Cindi Hewitt, D7690 Membership Chair,                                                                                                                   

cpr454@aol.com, 336-617-0152  
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 POLIO PLUS UPDATE 
In 2015, wild poliovirus transmission was at the lowest levels ever, with fewer 

cases reported from fewer areas of fewer countries than ever before.  Through 

November, 66 wild poliovirus cases were reported from two countries 

(Pakistan and Afghanistan), compared to 324 cases from nine countries dur-

ing the same period in 2014.  

The last WPV1 case of polio in Afghanistan was reported in Kunar province on 

November 3rd and the total number of WPV1 cases for 2015 remains at 17.  

In Pakistan, 6 new wild poliovirus cases were reported in early December, 

bringing the total number of cases in Pakistan this year to 49, compared to 

275 by this time in 2014.  

Last year Rotarians in District 7690 set a new giving record for Polio Plus with 

total contributions of $156, 250. As of December 16, 2015 our District 7690 

total giving to Polio Plus is $117,520 and we are on our way to a record giving 

year.  With the 2 to 1 match from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, if we 

contribute $170,000 this year the net effect will be over $500,000 donated 

by our District Rotarians, with over 800,000 children getting inoculated with 

the polio vaccine.   

Last year 41 of our 49 clubs contributed to the polio eradication effort.  If all 

49 clubs contribute this year and every club averages at least $50 per mem-

ber, we will easily surpass our 2015-2016 goal of $150,000.  We are moving 

ever closer to the worldwide eradication of polio, and when we reach that goal 

it will be a very special òmoment in historyó for every Rotarian. Regardless your 

particular passion or your clubs project focus, the eradication of polio will legit-

imize and strengthen everything we do as Rotarians from the world stage to 

our local communities. 

History is being written about the worldwide eradication of polio. It will be part 

of Rotary legacy; It will be part of our District legacy; it will be part of your 

clubõs legacy. It will be part of your legacy as a Rotarian. 

With your help in 2015-2016 we will òEnd Polio Nowó and every Rotarian in 

District 7690 will be part of our òMoment in Historyó.  
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