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GOV E RN O Mméaking A Difference in Deed
ARTICLE

Good neighbors truly Make A Difference, and our Rotarians are great neighbors! On Sunday,
15 April, a tornado classified as a higkknd EF2 with maximum wind speeds of 135 mph cut a
path width of at least 300 yards and four miles long through the Guilford area of Greensboro,
NC. Damage was extensive on Greensboro's east side and in pockets of Rockingham County.
In the ensuing days, officials confirmed what many of our Rotarians had already witnessed in
Lioyd Navarro their toils to assist in the immediate aftermath, over 1000 structures suffered some degree of
District Governor destruction with 199 either completely destroyed or suffered major damage, including a

school. As a Rotary District, we should be proud of our members and Rotary Clubs, particularly in the affected
Areas 5 & 11. Within 48 hours, we had individual Rotarians armed with chainsaws and gloves working side by
side with other volunteers in cleafup efforts. Others immediately sought out the schools and local community
crisis centers to lend a helping hand. Still others wrote that they or their Rotary Clubs had written checks to local
agencies like the United Way of Greensboro, Interactive Resource Center, or Guilford Education Alliance for im-
mediate assistance. Our Rotary Clubs are in touch with the communities in need so that resources provided go
to things of greatest impact. El sewhere in this new
bors. At its core is a matching donation challenge issued to all District Rotary Clubs up to the amount of

$5000.00 for community need assessed projects to be organized and led by the affected District Area 5 & 11
AGs at a later date. Also, a canned goods drive working with Second Harvest will be held at the rescheduled
Grasshoppers Ballgame on May 6. Well done by all, and more to do to ensure that we will Make A Difference with
our neighbors.

The month of May brings two outstanding District evendsthe Paul Harris Society Dinner on May 10 in Greens-

boro, and District Conference from May 287, 2018 at the historic Resort of Pinehurst in Pinehurst, North Caro-

lina. If you are a PHS member, come and hear PDG Ann Lee Hussey, Polio Survivor and End Polio Now Advocate
as the keynote speaker. District Conference provides a wonderful opportunity to be inspired, reconnect with
friends, and to have your Rotary batteries fully recharged. We have lined up an especially impressive group of
speakers, including Minda Dentler (who overcame, polimduced paralysis in her legs to become a wordass

athlete), Kirin Singh Sirah (a master storyteller and Rotary Peace Fellow), and Michael Erwin (a West Point grad,
a combat veteran of both Iraq and Afghanistan, and now speaker and practitioner of leadership development) as
well as RI Presidentds Rep | an ScotdlnspiratonAméngsher al i a
Pines. Registration is open from now until May 4, at: http://www.rotary7690.org/DistrictConference/
DistrictConference.shtm.

We urge you to think of May as June when it comes to Foundation giving. With all the end of Rotary Year activi-
ties at The Rotary Foundation, we want your Clubds
curately and timely. There is no statement which rings louder for finishing strong than to get your Annual Fund
giving to become a Sustaining Member Club in on time and to end the year with positive growth in your member-
ship.

Next mont hds message wil |l f e adthefFun artd Fetlowship at DisStdcsConfen- Ma
ence. As always, thank you for taking the time to read this. Dare Greatly, Go Boldly, Make A Difference.

Lloyd Navarro, Governor 2012018
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ROTARY AND THE TORNADO DEVASTATI(

Fellow Rotarians of District 7690,

Our collective prayers go out to our neighbors in Guilford and Rockingham Counties of NC who were
affected by the recent tornado devastation. We know we must do something to help those in need
beyond the immediate assistance our Rotarians have already accomplished in rapid response.

In a similar measured and deliberate plan of action used for the Hurricanes assistance earlier in the
rotary year, our Districtds | eadership has app!

First 8 On behalf of our District Rotary Clubs and our Rotarians, we will be sending $2000 in immedi-
ate and emergency assistance to the affected Rotary Districts. Details of how to provide this assis-
tance is being worked out. Every little bit helps to blunt the immediate suffering of our fellow North
Carolinians.

Secondd A matching donation challenge is issued to all District Rotary Clubs up to the amount of
$5000.00 for community need assessed projects to be led at a later date and organized by the af-
fected District Area 5 & 11 AGs.

If you want to help financially as individual Rotarians or as a Rotary Club donation, you are highly en-
couraged to send checks to our Districtds Rot al
just for this purpose. Donations are tax deductible and checks should be made payable to The Rotary
Foundation DAF, must include in the memo lindRotary District 7690 DAF (Acct # 60&nd should

be mailed to the District address of: 114 Willoughby Park, High Point, NC 27265. NRwtarians and

corporate partners can also make donations.

By credit card, you can make a donation directly to D7690 DAF by accessing the following website:
https://www.your-fundaccount.com/rotary/HowToContribute.asp. Our Donor Advised Fund is named
Rotary District 7690 Donor Advised Fund, Account Number 606.

Thirdd Leveraging our outstanding relationship with Second Harvest Food Bank serving the greater
Greensboro area, RUSH Chair PDG Jon Spillman is working hard to get proceeds already collected
from the postponed RUSH Grasshoppers Ballgame into the hands of Second Harvest where it will pro-
vide immediate assistance to the affected areas or restockage of pantry from assistance already ren-
dered. Further assistance is being planned in conjunction with the rescheduled Grasshopper Ball-
game event being contemplated for 2pm start time on Sunday, May 6, 2018. More on this initiative is
upcoming.

From the District Executive Committee €é Yours |
Lloyd Navarro

Governor 20172018




CLUB NEWS

FOSTER CARE MINISTRY

The mission of Project82 is to give comfort to every child in Randolph County who enters
foster care for the first time.

Through the efforts of g qm At\f\( CLU

£

appropriath
backpacks.
filled with oultfits, a
blanket, undergar-
ments and a Bible.
The comfort bags in- |
clude toiletries such
as toothbrushes,
toothpaste, brushes,
body wash, shampoo,
etc., along with a
book, journal or toy.
The hope is to bring
comfort and love to
each child in need dur /
ing a traumatic time Sara Skeen accepting donation from President Drew Maerz and Rast

and ease them into the President Aaron Slafky.

transition into foster

care.

At the recommendation of Rotarian Aaryn Slafky, the Randolph Rotary Club pledged to make

a difference in the lives of these children by donating $1,000 to the program, a ministry of

North Ridge Church on Waketa Drive, north of Asheboro.

Sara Skeen, executive assistant at North Ridge, was present at the March 7 meeting to re-
ceive the donation.

OProject82 would |Iike to thank the Randol pt
to our ministry, 6 Skeen said. 0This donati c
dren entering foster care. It is because of organizations like the Randolph Rotary that we

can continue to tangibly live out the gospel by providing clothing and comfort to children en-
tering the foster care system. Thank you ac
Many Rotarians were also on hand at the end of the meeting to write personal notes to the

Project82, foster chil-

children. The notes shared encouragements |
According to Rotarian Beth Whitley Duncan, director of the Randolph County Department of

Soci al Services, OWhether it is substance ¢
abuse, emotional abuse, untreated ment al )

plague our most vulnerable in societfi our children. This past year, Randolph County De-
partment of Social Services social workers conducted 1,166 child abuse investigations/
assessments. Currently, there are 90 chil dr
0The healthy support of a community is vit
grant from the Randolph Rotary Club to Project82 enables this community to show uncondi-
tional love, care and hospitality to these little ones. Regardless of the event which brought

the childds tenuous safety status to the at
nership creates a strong foundation in building healthy youth such that they can become
caring and productive members of society. f

* For more information on the program, vistittps://www.project82randolph.org/. For
more information on the club, contact the president, Dr. Drew Maerz, at

dmaerz@asheboro.k12.nc.us.



CLUB NEWS
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PUBLIC SAFETY MEMORIAL PARK

Rotary Club of Kernersville provided a bronze statue of a Kernersville Police Officer as a
means of honoring all Law Enforcement Personnel in the Public Safety Memorial Park in
Kernersville. The park is a joint venture between the Town of Kernersville, Rotary Club of
Kernersville, Kernersville Foundation and Novant Health Kernersville Medical Center.

. i i 1 |

The center piece of the park '
is a Swamp White Oak Tree
that was grown from an acor
collected from the site of the
World Trade Center 9/11
Memorial. The tree was
planted as part of a dedica- ] All Public Safety Personnel
tion ceremony on September Fire » Police *« EMS
11, 2016. Local businesses
and individuals also contribut:
ed to the project which was
recently completed with the
installation of the three
bronze statues.

Public Safety: Memorial Park

To Honor and Remember

In Honor of

Law Enforcement
Personnel

Dedicated by
Rotary Club of Kernersville




DISTRICT RUSH PROJECTS

Helen Keller once stated, "Alone we can do so little. Together we can do so much."
This statement has never been truer than the example of our Rotarians coming to-
gether togenerate50,000 meals from the Family of Rotary Baseball game. The game
was called off because of rain, not for lack of enthusiasm for our RUSH participation!
Funds generated from the ticket sales and partnerships have already been donated to
the Second Harvest Food Bank! Our make up date for this game is Sunday, May 6th
and new ticket sales as well as can food donationmade at this event will help aid

families that were impacted by the torna

Throughout March and April there were RUSH Projects in almost every area of our Dis-
trict. In Greensboro, lead by Summit club, aII(Breensboro Rotary cluband 9 Interact
clubs packed '
85,000 meals for
Meals of Hope. The
Rotary clubs of
Jonesboro and San-
ford partnered to-
gether to generate |}
3,300 backpacks for
the Christian United
Outreach program.
The Rotary clubs of
Pittsboro and Ran-
dolph started their :
Meals on Wheels program to benefit seniors. Also, the Rotary Club of Crescent
worked with the Second Harvest Food Bank and the Community Cupboard to donate
$4,000 for families impacted by the tornado. Lastly, great work by the Rotary clubs of
Clemmons, East Greensboro, Furnitureland, Global Trekkers, Greensboro Airport,
Guilford, Reynolda and Thomasville for hands on RUSH projects over this time period

as well!

ROTARY FOUNDATION

Our 2017-18 Rotary year is on the home stretch with just two more months to go un-

til June 30. Our District has a great history in its support of our Rotary Foundation.

One of our goals this year is to be number one in the Rotary world in Sustaining mem-
bers. We have been very close finishing at number two the past couple of years.
Letds make this the year we claim the nu
taining members. | would love to see us at 100%. It only takes $100 per member to
make that happen. Please consider helping us reach our goal for this year. Make

sure that you submit your monies to our Foundation no later than rditay to make

sure that the funds get properly credited for this year.

May is Youth Services Month in our Rotary calendar. We have a lot of very active In-
teract and Rotaract clubs in our District. Utilize their energy and talents in your Foun-
dation fund raising activities and in the grant projects that get funded through our
District grants. They are willing and very capable of being a great asset to our Dis-
trict.

Lastly, let me say thank you to each and every Rotarian in our District 7690 for what
you do to make your community and the world a better place. We truly are making a

difference and doing good in the world.

Larry Lassiter





















